January 19, 2022
Dear Council Member Ryan and Members of the Finance Committee:
Council Members Narducci, Castillo, Anthony and Taylor.
RE: The Importance of Funding the American Rescue Plan for The Arts
Thank you for your leadership and dedication during this time. The creative community in Providence has
also shown leadership and dedication to our community, as well as incredible resilience and innovation
throughout the challenges brought on by this pandemic, but we are deeply affected.
Before you is the opportunity to make a vital and urgently needed investment in the cultural health of
Providence.
The proposed $7.7 million for Arts, Tourism and Hospitality in the American Recovery Rescue Plan Act
Ordinance is a major step toward preserving Providence’s leadership in the arts and should be fully
funded as proposed. It is a sweeping ordinance with the most precious values of our community included
and as arts organizers and organizations we will make the most of the opportunity to partner on every
effort from public safety to equity, housing and beyond. These issues affect us all.
According to Americans for the Arts, our creative workforce and community has been devastated over the
past two-years. At the height of the pandemic in 2020:
●
●
●
●
●

63% of creatives experienced unemployment.
52% were unable to access or afford food at some point.
43% have not visited a medical professional due to inability to pay.
78% have no post-pandemic financial recovery plan.
95% have lost creative income.

●
●

74% had events canceled.
Black, Indigenous, artists of color (BIPOC) were especially affected with 9% higher rates
of unemployment in 2020 and a 6% higher loss of creative income.

This is not a bailout. Funding used to create and produce public-art and events, support cultural facilities
and encourage tourism will be multiplied many times and reinvested locally; as payments to artists,
restaurants, venues, builders, suppliers, hotels and transportation costs. This is true stimulus, and will
enable the Department of Art, Culture and Tourism to enact their cultural plan in every corner of the city.
The Arts, Tourism and Hospitality funding in particular will directly restore some of the two years of
cancelled events, delayed festivals, missed wages and increasing expenses that artists and cultural
workers have sustained, and it will come at a critical time for many of us.
This is a significant opportunity to celebrate the best of our creative culture, and support the music,
performance and art of Providence that reflects the incredible diversity of our City. The artists and
organizations who support cultural life in the City will rise to the challenge and commit to create
programming and to provide services to utilize this funding.
The arts have been a powerful economic engine and the pride of our community for decades. With this
investment, we can contribute to our Great City’s recovery.
Sincerely,
Co-signed,
Howie Sneider

Peter A. Mello and Barnaby Evans

The Steel Yard

WaterFire Providence

Valerie Tutson

Francis Parra

Rhode Island Black Storytellers

Teatro Ecas

Josh Short

José R. Menéndez, Tatiana Gómez

Wilbury Theatre Group

Counterform:Community Design and Print Studio

Jen Canole and Curt Columbus

Lisa Carnevale

Trinity Repertory Company

DESIGNxRI

Anjel Newmann and Shauna Duffy

Delia Rodriguez Masjoan

AS220

EcoArts

January 18, 2022
Councilwoman Jo-Ann Ryan
Providence City Council Committee on Finance
City of Providence
25 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903
Dear Councilwoman Ryan,
We are writing today on behalf of the thousands of Providence students who depend on our
Providence Youth Arts Collaborative (PYAC) organizations for arts education. The American
Rescue Plan Act Ordinance currently before you includes a proposal of $7.7 million for Arts,
Tourism, and Hospitality. This includes funding that would support arts education for our city’s
public school students.
Arts education has the power to change lives. According to a University of Arkansas study, students
exposed to art "display greater tolerance, historical empathy, as well as better educational memory
and critical thinking skills." The National Endowment for the Arts has found that "students who
have arts-rich experiences do better across-the-board academically and are more active and
engaged."
However, the students who most need these benefits have lost the access to arts education that was
once guaranteed in public schools. The NEA reports that low-income youth and youth of color
have half as much access to arts education as in 1982, a trend that is quite evident in Providence; in
2002, the Providence Public School District had 155 art teachers, and today it has just 38.
Meanwhile, as you know, PPSD was taken over by the state in 2019 due to poor academic
performance and other systemic issues. PPSD also projects large deficits in coming years, and the

pandemic has wrought havoc on student achievement. In this context, arts education will likely
remain a lower priority than academic remediation. Our youth arts organizations help fill the gap.
We provide high quality art and music education programs that allow young people to learn from
some of our city’s most talented artists.
Like many employers, PYAC organizations have encountered challenges over the past two years in
maintaining our staff and continuing to provide the same level of service to our communities.
Meanwhile, as we emerge from the pandemic, the kind of learning experiences that we provide are
more important than ever. Apart from the artistic skills that they learn, our students gain skills that
are vital to a well-rounded education; they learn to collaborate, socialize, perform, speak publicly,
self-direct, and work over long periods toward goals they’ve set for themselves. They also build
powerful mentoring relationships, which experts agree is vital in developing resiliency.
These funds present a powerful opportunity to ensure that, at this challenging moment,
Providence’s young people can continue to reap the benefits of these programs and that they don’t
experience yet another setback in their access to arts education. Providence has a national reputation
for the quality of our arts education programs, and our youth arts programs lead the way. This is a
significant opportunity to celebrate, recognize, and ensure the continued success of our work
On a final note, Providence is also nationally known for its vibrant arts scene, which depends on a
vital creative workforce. Our organizations provide pathways to creative careers, which lay the
groundwork for the next generation of leadership in the arts community.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
The Providence Youth Arts Collaborative
Adrienne Gagnon
Executive Director
Downcity Design

Daniel Schleifer
Executive Director
New Urban Arts

Taylor Jackson
Executive Director
Providence ¡CityArts! For Youth

Meg Sullivan
Co-Director
Manton Avenue Project

Dorothy Jungels
Artistic Director
Everett: Company, Stage & School

Sebastian Ruth
Artistic Director
Community MusicWork

Anjel Newmann
Co-Executive Director
AS220
cc: Councilman Narducci
Councilwoman Castillo
Councilwoman Anthony
Councilman Taylor

