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what is as220?
AS220 is a non-profit community arts organization in downtown
Providence, Rhode Island. We provide all Rhode Island artists
affordable access to galleries, performance venues, educational
opportunities, residential spaces, and work studios. Exhibitions and
performances of original work are unjuried, uncensored and all ages.
AS220 envisions a just world where all people can realize their full
creative potential.
AS220’s three buildings offer access to four rotating gallery spaces;
a performance stage; a black box theater; a print shop; a darkroom
and media arts lab; a fabrication and electronics lab; a dance studio;
a youth program focusing on youth under state care and in the
Rhode Island juvenile detention facility; 47 affordable residential
spaces and 7 work studios for artists; and a restaurant and bar.

Shauna Duffy & Shey Rivera // Co-Directors
A generative space for future generations

AS220 cultivates a creative community that continues to have a

What is the role of an arts-centered non-profit today? How can we truly

profoundly transformative impact on the city of Providence. We

encourage change toward a more just and equitable world? How do we

are dedicated to supporting artists and enhancing the cultural

help meet the needs of our evolving community in the coming years?

opportunities for all the people of Rhode Island.

These are questions we often think about at AS220.
AS220 is a generative space. A place that welcomes the ideas and

demonstrating impact

contributions of diverse community members and supports the realization

Every year AS220 publishes a report to share its achievements

and non-profits, create pathways for young people to succeed, and support

over the last year. We feel the true impact of our work is best
demonstrated through the voices and stories of those who
contribute to our community. We hope you enjoy reading how
AS220 has helped change their lives!

of their creative vision. We continue to incubate small creative businesses
both artists and arts managers locally, nationally and internationally. This
commitment represents an immense contribution toward economic and
cultural justice; a genuine investment in people and ideas.
It takes a whole community to shift paradigms toward equity and access.
This year marks 25 years since AS220 realized its vision for a permanent

thank you
Heartfelt thanks to the creative and dedicated staff that make
the realization of AS220’s mission possible. And to the many
individuals, family foundations and businesses that invest in AS220,
we are very grateful for your ongoing support.

home for the arts on Empire Street. We proved the impossible was
possible, and continue to prove that collaboration leads to transformation.
Now, we inspire others to achieve their dreams for their own communities
and encourage them to support the next generation’s visionary ideas.
AS220 proposes co-creation as a radical, urgent, and meaningful way to
live. We are thrilled to build this vision with you.

Alex Hornstein, Hannah Liongoren
& Lumen Hornstein
Alex, Hannah and Lumen are designers, inventors, toddlers, AS220
Industries key members and all lovers of AS220!
“When Hannah and Alex moved to Providence four years ago, they knew
nothing about the city. After hearing the name ‘AS220’ from a friend,
they went to visit and were immediately hooked. What they found was
an incredible collection of resources and people that instantly became
the creative center of their lives in Providence. Nowadays, it’s rare to
find a week when they’re not working on a project at AS220: they’ve
printed their wedding thank you notes with Jacque in the Printshop,
and cut a custom crib for their daughter on the Industries’ CNC router.
Alex constantly makes new prototypes for his company with the
Industries’ digital fabrication machines, and Hannah built her RISD
Master’s thesis on the AS220 laser cutter. They’ve spent countless allnighters in AS220, working on whatever project is consuming them that
week. Their daughter Lumen grew up around AS220, happily covered
in sawdust and ink. In every part of their lives, from their house to their
studio to their clothes, they can point at something and say, “oh yeah, I
made that at AS220.” But for Hannah and Alex, AS220 goes far beyond
the tools. It’s where they’ve found a group of like-minded creators from
all different backgrounds who’ve become friends and collaborators.
AS220 is like a portal into the creative heart of Providence, and they feel
very, very lucky to be a part of this special place.”
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Brian Folan
Brian is a performance artist and has been a resident on the 3rd floor of
Empire Street since 2012.
“I became a resident at AS220 more than five years ago. Originally from
Massachusetts, I didn’t know much about Providence at the time. Now I
feel more connected and more engaged with the community here than
anywhere else I’ve lived. AS220 gave me so much as an artist: a stage, an
industry space, a gallery to show my work, but what I wasn’t expecting and what isn’t necessarily advertised - is the groundswell of community
engagement that surrounds it. Serving as an intermediary between
different communities of artists, activists, and people, I am able to use
AS220 as a platform for collaboration. I’ve learned techniques, formed
bands, acted in plays, opened gallery shows, and organized events thanks
to the people and opportunities here. This engagement bleeds into the
greater community, its institutions, and its people. The relationships and
sense of belonging within AS220 expands beyond itself and has allowed
me to make Providence a true home. When you get involved here, you
get involved with the whole city.”

Marina Moscoso Arabía
Nidal Fakhouri
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Marina is the Co-Founder and Coordinator of Casa Taft 169, a grassroots
community-based initiative in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and is an alum of
AS220’s professional development program Practice//Practice.

Nidal is a ceramic artist with a studio space in Olneyville’s multidisciplinary artist collective, Nicholson File Studios.

“The opportunity to attend AS220’s Practice//Practice program came
at a crucial moment and wouldn’t have been possible without the

“AS220 has provided me a way to connect to and work with many
amazing artists. I have taught classes, taken classes and shown in
the galleries at AS220. My most pivotal experience at AS220 was a
2016 solo show in the Project Space Gallery called “Providence Tile
Works”. Through the show I hoped to generate interest in tile work
as public and community art, and I ended up finding several future
collaborators. Since then, “Providence Tile Works” has continued
to grow as a collaborative public tile practice. The support AS220
showed me enabled me to get my ideas out there and connect with
other artists, and the tiles we are making now are better than I could
ever have made alone.”

encouragement and support from the organization and its Artistic Director/
Co-Director, Shey Rivera. The drama behind all this is that I’m not even sure
if Casa Taft 169 would have survived the many challenges we faced in 2017
(including a deadly hurricane) if I hadn’t had the chance to witness AS220’s
extraordinary achievements - through time, forms, scales and practices
- that helped me retrieve and recover my confidence and enthusiasm for
the possible outcomes of my own project. Getting to know the ‘insides’
of how AS220 was built and how it keeps nurturing an extended family of
creative hard workers and socially engaged visionaries reinforced many
of the principles and values I wish to embody in Casa Taft 169 as a rooted/
grounded, unpretentious but ambitious community project.”
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What is a voice without the ability to speak?
Never been a pastor
Never been one to preach
But here I am
When it comes to the spiritual there’s one thing I know
That your soul throughout life
It grows and grows
You build it like a foundation
Until you can find a place to give it a home
And AS220 is that home
My gatekeeper is the sign-in sheet in that hallway
My heart’s chambers the art that lines the walls
New faces on a daily basis
And new fires begin to burn
With the passion and drive
From young budding flames
Who come from all different walks of life
Yet their paths are the same
Because they’re here
AS220 is the light that guides
Those willing to craft their own destiny
Those willing to carve their life with their own hands
In search of creativity
Their innocence becomes power
And their knowledge becomes greater
I’m no pastor
But I praise for this space
Because I knew I could get through
Every negative place
Unscathed
Through thick and thin I’ve had a place to call home
When I thought I had nothing
When I thought I’d never be successful in life

sin seven

But there was always AS220
There will always be that light.

Sin (pictured front) is a Slam Poetry Champion,
an artist and AS220 Youth member.

Photo credit: James Lastowski

Ricky Katowicz
Ricky, aka Ricky Rainbow Beard, is the creator and host of The
Rainbow Beard Show for kids (and adults!), which is presented
monthly in AS220’s Black Box Theatre.

Example:None

“Providence has been my creative community for the past 20
years and AS220 is a major part of that. Ever since I was a young

Kate Anderson and Stephen Seddon of Example:None are POKE

teen I knew it to be a space where unique art happened. It felt

musicians and are based in Providence and Chicago respectively.

welcoming, imperfect, and special. It is pleasantly surprising to
me that it has remained a place that fosters original work and

“We still approach making art the way we did after first performing

encourages discussion around important issues. I am so happy to

at AS220 in 1985. Can I do this? Yes. Is it too weird? No. What if

present The Rainbow Beard Show at the Black Box Theatre because

it fails? So what. AS220 opened every door we ever knocked on

there’s a craving for family-focused theater that brings disparate

and absolutely changed our lives. Not only that, AS220 changed

parts of the community together. The Black Box is intimate and

Providence. In 1990, Providence was boarded up, so we headed

allows for an inclusive, participatory experience. I literally love that

to Chicago. Bert and Susan and others persevered and not only

audiences are there to take part in this weird thing and am very

built AS220, they nourished an artistic vision that created a new

thankful to AS220 for all that they provide.”

Providence, the Creative Capital. We will always be grateful for their
support and pioneering spirits.”

FY2018 OPERATING
INCOME
(UNAUDITED)

get involved!
Check out an exhibition at AS220’s Galleries
as220.org/galleries
Take an affordable workshop at AS220 Industries
industries.as220.org
Check out what’s happening in the AS220’s Youth studio
youth.as220.org
Experience a performance at AS220’s Main Stage

7%

Fundraising & Events

$

220,996

15%

Foundations & Corporations

$

455,500

10%

Governmental Support

$

294,453

34%

Live/Work & Other Rental Income

$

1,022,667

18%

Foo(d) and the Bar at AS220

$

564,127

5%

Workshops & Educational Programs

$

149,857

5%

Sales of Artwork & Merchandise

$

151,721

6%

Performances & Other Earned Income

$

191,040

TOTAL INCOME

as220.org/as220-live-arts

$ 3,050,361

Watch some cutting edge theatre at AS220’s Black Box
as220.org/as220-live-arts/theatre-at-as220

FY2018 OPERATING
EXPENSES
(UNAUDITED)

Take a dance or fitness class in AS220’s Dance Studio
as220.org/95-empire/classes
Live or work in AS220’s affordable Live/Work Studios
as220.org/livework-studios
Grab a drink and a bite to eat at AS220 Foo(d) and The Bar
as220.org/foodanddrink
Take a tour of AS220 with Practice//Practice staff
practicepractice.as220.org
SUPPORT AS220 by making a donation!
as220.org/support

25%

Live/Work & Related Costs

$

780,116

17%

Foo(d) and the Bar at AS220

$

540,713

16%

Youth

$

511,576

12%

Industries

$

387,507

15%

Gallery & Live Arts

$

477,197

Other Programming

$

153,928

Administration & Development

4

294,940

5%
10%

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 3,145,977

DEFICIT

$ (95,616)

become a $5 fan!
Your support of just $5 a month (or more) is
crucial to sustaining an organization that has a
profound impact on the city of Providence.
As a way of saying “THANK YOU” for your
recurring monthly donation, you’ll get a limited
edition AS220 enamel pin designed by AS220
Youth alum and Rhode Island School of Design
graduate Gaby Mollinedo!

SIGN UP AT AS220.ORG/FAN

FY18 impact by the numbers
25 artist businesses incubated
60 artists living and working at AS220
66 art exhibits
265 active artist / maker members
660 youth served by AS220 Youth
580 live performance events
1,800 classes and workshops
10,150 artists served
54,000 people participating!

AS220 BOARD
Officers
Ken DeBlois - Chair
Kate MacDonald - Vice Chair
Marie Hearn - Secretary
Bruno Tapia - Treasurer
Directors
Babette Allina
Michael Dupuis
Brian Jepson
Lynne Bryan Phipps
Sussy Santana
Murray Scott
Janella Watson

Members of AS220 Youth’s ZuKrewe
performing at Foo Fest 2018
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